
Information and Frequently Asked Questions 

Q1 Do we to test all the parameters found in the table on pages 12-16 of the Notice of 
Intent (NOI) form? 

A1 Yes, at least one sample of the INFLUENT must be tested for every pollutant in the 
table. Pay particular attention to the minimum levels and test methods found in Appendix 
VI of the RGP. Existing data for the required parameters up to two years old may be 
used in place of collecting a new samples. Fill in the sample data, methods, and Mls 
for both the pollutants believed absent and present. (Do not check believed absent 
and leave the rest of the line blank).  

Q2 What happens if I need time to comply with the RGP or get my NOI submitted? 

A2 EPA recognizes that there are a number of discharges in Massachusetts and New 
Hampshire that are currently operating at approved site remediation projects. As 
described in section V.A. of the Fact Sheet, such existing dischargers will need to 
determine whether they will submit an NOI for coverage under the RGP or an 
application for an individual permit (Froms 1 and 2C) within 30 days of the effective date 
of the final RGP. However, coverage under the RGP will not be effective until EPA-NE 
has reviewed the NOI or application information, made a determination that coverage 
under the RGP is appropriate, and notified the owner/operator in writing of this 
determination. The effective date of coverage will be the date of signature of the 
notification letter by the Director. Until the applicant receives a notification letter of 
permit coverage from EPA, these discharges will continue to be covered under their 
existing mechanisms. While EPA has not revised the final RGP based on the comment, 
given the anticipated number of NOIs from these types of sites that EPA will need to 
process, EPA will make every effort to provide these dischargers with sufficient 
transition time to make any necessary changes to treatment systems in order to comply 
with the RGP. [ Page 27 from EPA’s RTC Document]  

Q3 If a discharge is to a wetland, what is the Water Quality Classification? 

A3 The water body adjacent to the wetland sets the water quality standard (WQS). 

Q4 If a discharge is to a unnamed tributary (unclassified), that flows to a Class A 
waterbody, is that considered a discharge to a Class A waterbody? 

A4 Yes, unlisted tributaries to larger streams are the same classification as the larger 
stream into which they flow. 

Q5 Is it permissible to have new discharges to Class A waters? 

A5 New discharges to Class A waters are prohibited in NH.  
They are prohibited to Class A waters in MA unless permission is granted by the state. 
Speak with Kathleen Keohane of the MA DEP at (508) 767-2856. 

Q6 Are metals samples to be tested for total or dissolved? 

A6 Total Recoverable Metal.  



See 40 CFR §122.45(c): Metals. All permit effluent limitations, standards, or 
prohibitions for a metal shall be expressed in terms of ``total recoverable 
metal'' as defined in 40 CFR part 136 unless:(1) An applicable effluent standard 
or limitation has been promulgated under the CWA and specifies the limitation 
for the metal in the dissolved or valent or total form, or (2) In establishing permit 
limitations on a case-by-case basis under Sec. 125.3, it is necessary to express 
the limitation on the metal in the dissolved or valent or total form to carry out the 
provisions of the CWA; or (3) All approved analytical methods for the metal 
inherently measure only its dissolved form (e.g., hexavalent chromium). 

Q7 How does EPA determine the specific parameters to be monitored by the 
applicant? 

A7 EPA requires monitoring of all parameters with concentrations above the criteria listed in 
Appendix III that are marked as believed present (or not marked believed absent) on 
NOI Pages 12-16. 

Where data is absent from the table (Pages 12-16) or the reported Minimum Level for a 
sample is well above the ML listed for that parameter in Appendix VI, EPA may require 
monitoring for that parameter in the authorization letter. Absent data to support an 
assertion of believed absent, EPA often requires monitoring of such parameters. 

Q8 What parameters are most frequently required in authorization letters? 

A8 Total Flow (#53) and pH (#54, #55, or #56) are required in essentially all authorization 
letters. 


